profiles being generated from the contents of an associated one of said target objects 
and their associated sets of target object characteristics; 
10 automatically generating at least one user target profile interest summary for a 

user at a user terminal, each said user target profile interest summary being generated 
from [ones of saidWget objects and sets of target object characteristics] target profiles 
associated with ones of said target objects accessed by said user; and 

enabling access to said plurality of target objects [and sets of target object 
15 characteristics] storeoyon said electronic storage media by users via said target profiles 
and said at least one user target profile interest summary . 

2. (Amended) /The method ofyclaim 1 wherein said step of enabling access 
comprises: 

correlating saidLsefttarget profife interest summaries, generated for an identified 
user, with said generated target profiles to identify ones of said plurality of target objects 
[and sets of target object characteristics] stored on said electronic storage media that are 
likely to be of interest t^sakAdeDtifiecfTis^ 



3. (Amended) The njethod of claim ^wherein said step of enabling access 
further comprises: 

transmitting a list, that identifies at l^st one of said identified ones of said plurality 
of target objects [and sets of target object characteristics], to said identified user; and 

providing access to a seleaed\one of said plurality of target objects [and sets of 
target object characteristicsj^tored on said electronic storage media in response to said 
identified user selecting an item from said list. 



4. (Amended) The method of d>laim 3 wherein said step of providing access 
comprises: 

transmitting data, in response to said identified user activating a one of said user 
terminals to identify said selected item on saiti list, indicative of said identified user's 



-2- 



selection of said selected item from said one user terminal to said target server via a one 
of said bidirectional data communication connections. 



5. (Amended) The method of claim 4 wherein said step of providing access 
furthdfvcomprises: 

retrieving, in response to receipt of said data from said one user terminal, a target 
object identified by said selected item from said electronic storage media; and 

transmitting , via a one of said bidirectional data communication connections, said 
retrieved targ^object to said^op^^ for display thereon to said identified user. 

6. (Amended) The methpa of claim 2 wherein said step of enabling access 
further comprise^: 

transmitting^ least one off said identified ones of said plurality of target objects 
[and sets of target object characteristics], to said identified user in advance of said user 



requesting said at leas^one 
sets of target object characteristics]. 



entified ones ofxsaid plurality of target objects [and 





7. (Amended) \vThe method of claim 2 ^herein said step of enabling access 
further comprises: 

transmitting a list, that identifies at leasfone of said identified ones of said plurality 
of target objects [and sets of target obje^txharacteristics], to said identified user; and 

transmitting said identified ones of said plurality of target objects [and sets of 
target object characteristics] stored on said electronic storage media from said target 
server system to a designated server located closer via said bidirectional electronic 
communications connections to saickuser terminal than said target server system. 



8. (Amended) The method 6( claim 7 wherein said step of providing access 
comprises: 
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transmitting data, in response to said identified user activating a one of said user 
terminals to identify said selected item on said list, indicative of said identified user's 
selection oflsaid selected item from said one user terminal to said designated server via 
a one of said bidirectional data communication connections. 



9. (Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein said step of providing access 
further comprises: 

retrieving, in response to repei^tof said data from said one user terminal, a target 
object identified by said selected item from said designated server; and 

transmitting , via a one of said bidirectional data communication connections, said 
retrieved target object \p /aid one user t^minal for display thereon to said identified user. 

10. (AmendetiV The mfethod of^aim-J wh said target object is a 
document having at least pna^geTsaid step of enabling access comprises: 

automatically ge\erathr^a user target profile interest summary for an identified 
user that is indicative of target objects [and sets of target object characteristics] retrieved 
by said identified user as well as the number of pages of said retrieved documents 
accessed by said identified user. 



1 1 . (Amended) The method of clafm 1 0 wherein said automatically generated 
user target profile interest summaries are also indicative of a length of time said identified 
user accessed said retrieved target objects [and sets of target object characteristics]. 



12. (Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of automatically 
generating target profiles comprises: 

automatically generating a hierarchical menu that directs said users to at least a 
subset of said plurality of target objects [£nd sets of target object characteristics] stored 
on said electronic media, comprising: 



sorting all target objects [and sets of target object characteristics] in said 
subset into a plurality of clusters of target objects [and sets of target object 
characteristics] based on an empirical measure of similarity of content of said 
target objects [and sets of target object characteristics], and 

generating a hierarchical menu that identifies a content in common of target 
objects [and sets of target object characteristics] sorted into each of said plurality 
of clustersAo enable said identified user to identify ones of said plurality of target 
objects [and sets of target object characteristics] stored on said electronic storage 
media that are likely to be of ipterest to said identified user. 
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(Amended) The method of/claim 12 wherein said step of automatically 
menu further ^omprises: 
ascribing a cluster profile to each of said plurality of clusters of target objects . 



generating a hierarchic 



14. (Amended) \ The /fnethod of claim 12 wherein said step of sorting 



comprises: 



/ 



dividing said plurality^WSrget objects [and sefcsof target object characteristics] 
into at least two cluste/s ^ftaKaet objects based upon said\empirical measure of similarity 
of content of said tartaet objects [and sets of target object characteristics], 

subdividing eacl^ of said at least two clusters of target objects into at least two 
subclusters of target objects based upon said empirical measure of similarity of content 
of said target objects [and sets of target object characteristics], and 

repeating said step of subdividing to produc^e a multi-level hierarchy of identified 
clusters of target objects . 



15. (Amended) The me\hod o^claim 14 wherein said step of generating a 
hierarchical menu comprises: 

ascribing a cluste r profi led each cluster of target objects produced by all steps 
of dividing and subdividing in said step of sorting. 

\ 



16. \ (Amended) The method of claim 15 wherein said step of ascribing 
comprises: 

identifying at least one term in said generated target profiles produced for ones 
of said plurality of target objects [and sets of target object characteristics] sorted into a 
cluster of target\obiects that is indicative of the target content of said ones of said 
plurality of target otyects [and sets of target object characteristics] sorted into said cluster 
of target objects . 
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17. (Amended) The mett)os^of claim 15 wherein said step of ascribing 
comprises: 

selecting at leas\ on,e target object if said ones of said plurality of target objects 
[and sets of target object\characteristics] sorted into said cluster of target objects that are 
closest to the center qt the cluster of target objects , and 

ascribing facljdsterl \a cluster profile that is indicative of the target content of said 
ones of said plurality of target objects [and sets of target object characteristics] sorted 
into said cluster of/target objects saidduster profile comprising elements of at least one 
of: a title of safcl selecteSHrt least one target object [and sets of target object 
characteristics], anti a s^fof wbrds contained in the target profile of said selected at least 
one target object [cluster] which have the highest relative frequency. 



1 8. (Amended) Apparatus for providing a user with access to selected ones 
of a plurality of target objects [and sets oftarget object characteristics] that are accessible 
via an electronic storage media, where said users are connected via user terminals and 
bidirectional data communication connections to a target server system which includes 
said electronic storage media, comprising: 

means for automatically generating target profiles for target objects [and sets of 
target object characteristics] that are stored in said electronic storage media, each of said 
target profiles being generated from theycontents of an associated one of said target 
objects and their associated sets of target\)bject characteristics; 
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10 meansilfoi; automatically generating at least one user target profile interest 

summary for a user at a user terminal, each said user target profile interest summary 
being generated from ones of said [target objects and sets of target object characteristics] 
target profiles associated with ones of said target objects accessed by said user; and 
means for^enabling access to said plurality of target objects [and sets of target 

15 object characteristics] stored on said electronic storage media by users via said target 
profiles and said at least one user target profile interest summary . 



1 9. (Amended) Jhe^pparatus of claim 1 8 wherein said means for enabling 
access comprises: 

means for collating d user target profile interest summary, generated for an 
identified user, with/said generated target profiles to identify ones of said plurality of 
target objects [and sets bMarget object characteristics] stored on said electronic storage 
media that are likely t^pe of interest to said identified user. 

20. (Anr ended) The apparatus of Jblaim 1 9 wherein said means for enabling 
access further comprises: 

means for transmitting a list, that identifies at least one of said identified ones of 
said plurality of target objects [and sets o/target object characteristics], to said identified 
user; and \ \ / 

means for providina access to a selected one of said plurality of target objects 
[and sets of target objectWiaracteristics] stored on said electronic storage media in 
response to said identified user selecting an item from said list. 



21 . (Amended) T^e apparatus of claim 20 wherein said means for providing 
access comprises: 

means for transmitting data, in response to said identified user activating a one 
of said user terminals to identify said selected item on said list, indicative of said 
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identified user's selection of said selected item from said one user terminal to said target 
server via a one of said bidirectional data communication connections. 



22. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 21 wherein said means for providing 
access further comprises: 

means for retrieving, in response to receipt of said data from said one user 
terminal, a target object identified by said selected item from said electronic storage 
media; and 

means for transmitting said retrteve^j target object to said one user terminal for 
display thereon to saidJdentified/dser. 



23. (Amended)\ /he apparatus of claim 19 wherein said means for enabling 
access further comprises* 

means for transmitting at lea^t one of said identified ones of said plurality of target 
objects [and sets of target object characteristics], to said identified user in advance of 
said user requesting said aAreasTorTeoTsaid identified ones of said plurality of target 
objects [and sets of target object characteristics]. 
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24. (Amended) the apparatus of claim 1j3 wherein said means for enabling 
access further comprises: \ 

means for transmitting a list, that identify at least one of said identified ones of 
said plurality of target objects [and s^ts of target object characteristics], to said identified 
user; and 

means for transmitting said ictetftified ones of said plurality of target objects [and 
sets of target object characteristics] stored on said electronic storage media from said 
target server system to a designates server located closer via said electronic 
communications [commections] connections to said user terminal than said target server 
system. 



25. (Amfended) The apparatus of claim 24 wherein said means for providing 
access comprises: 

means for transmitting data, in response to said identified user activating a one 
of said user terminals to identify said selected item on said list, indicative of said 
identified user's selection of said selected item from said one user terminal to said 
designated server via a one of said bidirectional data communication connections. 



26. (Amendep) The apparatus of claim 25 wherein said means for providing 
access further comprises: 

means for retrieving, in response to receipt of said data from said one user 
terminal, a target object identifi^cfbysijd selected item from said designated server; and 

means for transmittma . via a one of said bidirectional data communication 
connections, said retrieves target object to said one user terminal for display thereon to 
said identified user. / 1 / 

27. (Amenped)>^W-^^ claim 20 wherein said target object is a 
document having at least one page, said meafos for enabling access comprises: 

means for automatically generating a user target profile interest summary for an 
identified user that is indicatk/e of target objews [and sets of target object characteristics] 
retrieved by said identified user as w^ll as the number of pages of said retrieved 
documents accessed by said identified user. 



28. (Amertdexiy Thfe apparatus of claim 27 wherein said automatically 
generated user target profile interest summary is also indicative of a length of time said 
identified user accessed saic^ retrieved target objects [and sets of target object 
characteristics]. 

29. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 22 wherein said means for 
automatically generating target profiles comprises: 
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means fo ■ automatically generating a hierarchical menu that directs said users to 
at least a subset of said plurality of target objects [and sets of target object 
characteristics] stored on said electronic media, comprising: 

means for sorting all target objects [and sets of target object characteristics] 
in said subset into a plurality of clusters of target objects [and sets of target object 
characteristics] based on an empirical measure of similarity of content of said 
target objectsuand sets of target object characteristics], and 

means for generating a hierarchical menu that identifies the content in 
common of target objects [aptcTsets of target object characteristics] sorted into 
each of said plurality of ddsters of target objects , to enable said identified user to 
identify ones of said plurality /of target objects [and sets of target object 
characteristics] Wred on saic/electronic storage media that are likely to be of 
interest to said identified user. 



30. (Amended) 
automatically generat 

means for ascrj 
objects . 



apparatus of claim 29 wherein said means for 
menu further c 
file to ekch of ; 



ng ^hier^hieal-meau further comprises 



g\a cluster profile 



said plurality of clusters of target 



31. (Amended) Tf^e apparatus oyclaim 29 wherein said means for sorting 
comprises: 

means for dividing saifcl plural]^ of target objects [and sets of target object 
characteristics] into at least two clusters of target objects based upon said empirical 
measure of similarity of content of said target objects [and sets of target object 
characteristics], 

means for subdividing each of said at least two clusters of target objects into at 
least two subclusters of target objects based upon said empirical measure of similarity 
of content of said target objects [and sets of target object characteristics], and 
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means for repeating said step of subdividing to produce a multi-level hierarchy of 
identified clusters of target objects . 

32. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 31 wherein said means for generating 

a hierarchical menu comprises: 

\ 

means for ascribing^ cluster profile to each cluster of target objects produced by 
all said means for dividing and subdividing. 

33. (Amended) \The apparatus ordain) 32 wherein said means for ascribing 
comprises: 

means for identifying ^t leas^6ne term h/said generated target profiles produced 
for ones of said plurality of target/Objects [and^ets of target object characteristics] sorted 
into a cluster of target obiects\ fflat is indi9ative of the target content of said ones of said 
plurality of target objects [and 
of target objects . 




let object characteristics] sorted into said cluster 



34. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 32 tyherein said means for ascribing 
comprises: 

means for selecting at least one target object jeff said ones of said plurality of target 
objects [and sets of target object characteristicsj^orted into said cluster of target objects 
that are closest to the center of the cluster ^ target objects : and 

means for ascribing a cluster profile that is indicative of the target content of said 
ones of said plurality of target objectsJand sets of target object characteristics] sorted 
into said cluster of target objects , said cluster profile comprising elements of at least one 
of: a title of said selected at least one target object, and a set of words contained in the 
target profile of said selected at least one^target object cluster of target objects which 
have the highest relative frequency. 



ie^ar 



-11- 



